Long Beach City College
Fall 2010

Course No.:  Soc 1	 				Course Title: Introduction to Sociology			 
Class Hours:  11-1:50    				Days: Friday
Instructor:  Arreaga, Elizabeth			Email:earreaga@lbcc.edu			
Office hours:  by appointment only			Units: 3
	
Catalog Description
A course emphasizing the sociological perspective of human behavior, institutions and patterns for human interaction, origin and nature of culture, the socialization processes, the natural forces and consequences of sociological change.
Course Description
A critical introduction to the basic concepts in sociology and a basic examination of major theoretical perspectives including structural functionalism, symbolic interactionism, and conflict theory. Students learn how to formulate research topics in sociology and evaluate current research and research methodologies. Topics for exploration include: culture, social networks, social institutions, deviance, education, religion, race and ethnicity, social class, socialization, gender identity, the social construction of the family, the community, health, social processes, social change, and social problems. This course is rcommended for every student interested in human behavior, social interrelationships, group organizations, foundations of society, culture, social differentiation, and social institutions.
Course Objectives
To become familiar with and understand the concepts, theories, and issues relating to the discipline of sociology.
1. To be able to analyze specific sociological topics, utilizing the major theoretical models that are appropriate for each specific topic.
1. To understand the role that cultural diversity plays in defining what it means to be a social being.
1. To understand the origins and consequences of social and cultural change.
1. To understand what makes a social science different from other disciplines. 
1.  To appreciate the relevance of the social sciences to social, political, and/or economic institutions and behavior.
1. To be able to apply sociological concepts to everyday life.
1. Increase critical thinking skills.
1. To analyze and evaluate sociological concepts and theories as they apply to particular themes and social problems.
1. Be able to discuss, analyze, write about, and apply the relevant sociological issues to particular experiences, literature, and photographic mediums.
1. To be able to utilize the web to research sociological issues as well as evaluate the data obtained. 
Required Readings
www.elizabetharreaga.pbwiki.com
You must also purchase Essentials of Sociology: A Down to Earth Approach 8th ed. By James Henslin. When purchasing the book you can get it from the book store or purchase an e-book online. The website to purchase online is at www.coursecompass.com In order to gain access to the course you must enter a course ID which is arreaga36766  

COMMUNICATION
It is crucial to the success of this course that there is constant communication between students and the instructor. It is extremely important that each student contact the instructor via e-mail with concerns or questions.
COURSE REQUIREMENTS
Student Expectations: It is expected that each student is in class during all class meetings. Each student is expected to check e-mail, get assignments, participate in class, read assigned texts turn in paper assignments, and take online exams according to the set deadlines. Each student should anticipate devoting on average 6-8 hours per week to this course. In order to be successful in the course each student must have access to a computer with a modem, internet, and e-mail capability. It is important that each student have basic knowledge of Microsoft Word and how to navigate the web. If you do not have access to the internet make sure to see the instructor as soon as possible. 

Student Behavior in Class: Be respectful in this class. It is a college level course and students must behave appropriately. Turn off cell phones. If you forget to turn off your cell phone and it rings then turn it off quickly. DO NOT LOOK AROUND AND PRETEND IT IS NOT YOURS. Also, be on time. If tardiness becomes a habit students will be penalized by loosing points for every tardy after the third offence. Do not talk while the instructor or other students are speaking to the class. 
Participation: Your participation and attendance will be essential to your overall success in the class. Each student is expected to log-on to our course website at least two days per week. The reason you must access Coursecompass is to check for communication by the instructor, find new assignments, and take online exams. Research shows that students who participate regularly tend to earn better grades than those who do not. Exams and assignments regularly cover material that may not be contained in the textbook.
Student Attendance: Class meetings are required. If a student stops attending class it is up to that student to withdraw. It is not up to the instructor to withdraw students for no shows. In the event of excessive absences, the instructor may lower the student’s grade or drop a student from the class. If a student has issues that require several absences that student will excused only at the discretion of the instructor for extenuating circumstances. Examples of such circumstances include extended, illness, hospitalization, court appearances or death in the immediate family. If you are no longer participating in the class it is your responsibility to drop or withdraw yourself from the course. It is not the instructor’s responsibility to drop students who are no longer participating in the class.
ASSESSMENTS 
Quiz: Your first assessment will include one ten multiple-choice question quiz testing your comprehension of the course syllabus. The quiz is worth 10 points. You will have 15 minutes to complete the quiz. There are a few reasons for this quiz. The first and most important reason for this quiz is to make sure all students understand how to take an exam online. Secondly, it is to make sure that every student has read and understands the syllabus. 
Exams There are two multiple choice exams required for this class. Both the midterm and final consist of 50 multiple choice questions. Both exams as well as a practice quiz will be done online. Each question is worth 1 point. In order to access your exam you must log onto CourseCompass. The exams will be open the entire week that it is due and you may access it at any time throughout that week. You must complete your exam by midnight on Friday. Sometimes students get locked out of their exams. If this happens to you I will unlock the exam for you. I have said above that you have until midnight on Friday night to complete your exam but I suggest that you complete it by 12:00 pm. I suggest this because do not guarantee that I will unlock your exam after that time.  You have a whole week to complete it and should not wait until last minute to complete it! 
Papers: There will be one required paper during the course of the semester. This paper is worth 50 points. I do not accept late papers for any reason. You must turn your paper in through Course Compass by the beginning of the class period. If you wish to turn your paper in early for feedback I will accept those papers no later than 1 week before the paper is due. If you are interested in doing this please see me. I do not accept papers via email unless discussed before the paper is due. Instructions for the paper is as follows. You must provide the following elements in your paper.
1. Which of the 3 major theories (Functionalist, Conflict, or Symbolic Interactionist) corresponds to the article or video? You must justify why this theory applies and define the theory. In my experience students that define the theory and then state how it applies, do better on their papers. (This section is worth 12 points)
1. Which sociological research method was used (or could be used) to the write the article? Again, you must justify why you stated this method was used. In the case that you do not think the research method that was used was appropriate, justify why they should have used a different method. (This section is worth 12 points)
1. List 4 concepts in your paper. Concepts are any terms in your book that are highlighted and followed by a definition.  You need to define the concept and then relate it to your article. We will practice doing this several times throughout the semester before turning in your paper. (This section is worth 12 points)
1. Lastly you need to add a personal immersion aspect into your answer in this paper. This is the most difficult section for most students. Personal immersion is not your opinion. When I state that you need to add a personal immersion aspect to your paper I want you to describe some of the thoughts or ways in which the article or video has affected the way that you may make decisions in the future. We will discuss topics such as marriage and gender roles. Choosing a partner to live with or marry is a major decision. Oftentimes people do not think about some of the issues within a relationship until they are already committed. How will you and your partner divide roles within the home? Who will cook dinner if both individuals work outside the home? Who will do laundry? Who will go grocery shopping? These are all things to consider when choosing a partner. During this semester we will talk about issues that you may have a strong opinion about. That is fine, you should be able to explain how your decisions will be reinforced or challenged by these discussions and readings. (This section is worth 14 points)
Your paper should be 3-5 pages in length double spaced and should be Times New Roman or Arial and 12 point font. The margins should be standard 1.25. Your paper should have your name, class date and time on the top right corner of the first page of your paper.  
Feedback Time: You can expect a grade on your papers roughly 7 days after the due date. Email: I generally check it several times a day however sometimes I am unable to access or check my email. Most of the time I will send a response the same day, however that is not guaranteed.  I will guarantee that responses will be sent within 2 days. 
Makeup Examinations/Late Paper Policy: The instructor is under no obligation to accept late papers or give makeup examinations and will only be considered 1) if discussed with me in advance (prior to the due date or examination date) or 2) in the instance of a medical emergency. In either instance, you must contact me prior to the scheduled due date or examination time and written proof of the absence will be required in order to be considered for approval of a makeup exam or the turning in of a late paper. Approved late papers and makeup examinations must be turned in or completed in a timely manner and will result in a deduction of total possible points (10% will be deducted for each day past the due date or assigned examination date). Note: makeup examinations and late papers are rarely approved.
Academic dishonesty is cheating (obtaining or attempting to obtain credit for work by the use of any dishonest, deceptive, fraudulent, or unauthorized means). It is also academic dishonesty if you help someone do any of these things. Examples of academic dishonesty are: unacceptable examination behavior (communicating with other students, copying an exam from another person, allowing another student to copy your own exam, using cheat sheets or other unauthorized material), plagiarism (using another individual’s words as your own and/or not citing another individual’s work), fraud, unauthorized collaboration (including allowing other students to read your completed papers), and document falsification. Academic dishonesty of any type will not be tolerated. The penalty of committing academic dishonesty will result in a zero on the assignment, lowering of the final grade in the course, or the student receiving a failing grade in the course. I also reserve the right to bring plagiarism to the attention of the college president. It is up to the instructor’s discretion as to what action will be taken. If you are unclear on what constitutes for academic dishonesty please see me for clarification. See the Student Handbook for more information on academic dishonesty.

SOCIOLOGY 1 Group Project:  CONNECT THE DOTS                                        
Each group should be 5-6 people. The group must be diverse in terms of social class, race-ethnicity, gender, academic ability, etc.  The groups will culminate in a group presentation on FINALS DAY.  The topic for each group will focus on how sociology links to the understanding of the city of Long Beach.  
Your group project must incorporate the following sociological understanding and connection of dots:  
1. In October 2006, the Long Beach Press Telegram published several articles focusing on poverty and the working poor in Long Beach.  The articles can be accessed at the following link:  http://www.presstelegram.com/poverty  The group must select at least one of these articles to use within their presentation.  
1. Each student in the group must locate 3 research based academic journal articles that relates a sociological understanding to the content of the Press Telegram article selected.  You are encouraged to search Long Beach City College library website to locate an academic journal article.  You may also use other databases like Jstor to search but you must have it approved.  These academic articles will support or refute what your hypothesis states. 
1. The group must select 4 sociological concepts to show how the sociology of Long Beach is related to both the Press Telegram article and the academic journal article:
1. The group must develop one hypothesis that can be used to explain how at least two variables mentioned in the Press Telegram article and/or the academic journal article relate to each other.  See Chapter 1 in the Henslin text to learn more about a hypothesis and variables.  
1. In addition the group must select one of the three major sociological theories (or a sub-theory) to use to explain the sociology of Long Beach, in relation to the above.  
1. Lastly, the group must examine the relationship of at least two social institutions (education, economics/work, politics/government, family, religion, media, prison, health care) as they link to the sociology of Long Beach.  The group must provide some depth of reference to the Henslin text and/or Lecture Notes in connection to two of these social institutions.  

No two groups may select the same article.   The group must select the academic journal article & inform the instructor.  The group must develop a hypothesis as well as select a list of the 4 sociological concepts and 1 theory to be used in the presentation.  

The group presentation time limit is 15 minutes.  The presentation is worth 60 points. (This means that each section is worth 10 points) The group will be evaluated on:  effort, creativity, sociological accuracy, depth and teamwork.  Each group will evaluate team members and the instructor will evaluate each group project.  The group must incorporate a useful audio or visual aid into the presentation; for example:  skit, music, questions to the class, PowerPoint presentation, handout, poster, etc.  

Finding a Sociology Academic Journal Article
First, the purpose of using an academic journal article for your journal entry is twofold:  to expose you to how sociologists write their research or theoretical articles as well as to find sociological research on a specific topic related to the Press Telegram article.  
You can find an academic journal article by perusing the shelves of academic journals in the library or at another college or university library.  Some examples of sociology-related journal titles include:  American Sociological Review, Social Forces, Journal of Marriage and Family, Sex Roles, Journal of Popular Culture, Race, Gender & Class, etc.  There are many academic social science journals, but you should pick an article that is sociological as opposed to psychological, historical, philosophical, etc.  If you like, you can give me the title of the article and journal and I can help to determine if it is a good choice.  
Or, you can find an academic article online.  We will have a meeting in the library with a librarian to show you how to search for an academic article. Book or film reviews are not acceptable nor are articles from a newspaper or magazine.  

Save all your work! This is to ensure your grade if the instructor makes a mistake. 

Extra Credit is allowed and will be offered throughout the semester. Students are allowed a total of 25 extra credit points throughout the semester.


	Week
	In Class
	Due

	August 16
Week 1
	Chapter 1 Theory
	In class essay on theory

	August 23
Week 2
	Chapter 1 Research Methods 
	Hypothesis building

	August 30
Week 3
	Research Methods Cont. 
	In class-relate concepts to the video

	September 6
Week 4
	Chapter 2 Culture and The gods must be crazy 
	

	September 13
Week 5
	Chapter 3 Socialization
	 


	September 20
Week 6
	Chapter 4 Social Structure and Social Interaction
	-Syllabus Quiz due Sept. 22

	September 27
Week 7
	Chapter 5 Social Groups and Formal Organization

	-Paper Due

	October 4
Week 8
	Chapter 6 Deviance and Social Control

	

	October 11
Week 9
	No class for exam
	Exam open October 11 closes October 15


	October 18
Week 10 
	Chapter 7 Global Stratification/Organize groups for project

	

	October 25
Week 11
	Chapter 8 Social Class in the U.S.

	

	November 1
Week 12
	Chapter 9 Race and Ethnicity

	

	November 8
Week 13
	Chapter 10 Inequalities of Age and Gender
	

	November 15
Week 14
	Chapter 11 Politics and Economy/ Chapter 12 Marriage and Family
	

	November 22
Week 15
	Thanksgiving Break No class
	

	November 29
Week 16
	Chapter 13 Education and Religion
	

	December 6
Week 17
	Group Projects
	

	December 13
Week 18
	Group Projects-Final exam schedule Class meets on December 17th regular times
	Final Open December 9 closes December 17

	
	
	



**This schedule is subject to change. Other items that need to be scheduled are research dates for group project as well as meetings with the instructor. 




