When Music Offends
Would you believe that old time musicians like Elvis Presley, Jonhhy Cash, The Kingsmen, The Beatles, Led Zepplin, Neal Young, Erick Clapton, and The Sex Pistols had their music banned because it was either too controversial or too offensive?

When the Kingsmen came out with Louie Louie the was even an FBI investigation into the meaning of the lyrics! The gentle, folksy Puff the Magic Dragon was said to encourage drugs! Yet, when Little Richard came out with Good Golly Miss Molly, no one said a word. Why? 

When you compare their music to contemporary music, you wonder what all the fuss was about. By researching past music you will build an understanding of why it was so controversial. You will be able to discover the similarities and differences between the old and contemporary music. You’ll be amazed to see how little things have changed.

“Can’t stop Rag-Time” The title of this vintage song sheet reflects the anti-jazz vibe if 1913 when efforts to halt the spread of ragtime music included new laws that banned the public performances of saxophones and the broadcasting of jazz records, and restrict dancers from doing particular steps. One proposed law actually called for the incarceration of the “jazzily intoxicated” to insane asylums – though more typical were the many new municipal morality codes that required the policing of dancehalls. 

Create a compilation CD. The CD must be a collection of old controversial offensive music, with a few contemporary songs mixed in. The majority of the compilation must be old. 

1. Research on the internet to find old (pre 1990) controversial/offensive music.
2. Find at least four old musicians or groups and download their tracks to use on the CD. (Include the lyrics)

3. Analyze the lyrics and write a one-page paper comparing the old music and contemporary music-and what you’ve learned about it. 

4. After you’ve written the paper, collect all the music so it can be burned on a CD. 

5. Find two or three tracks of your won choice to include as contemporary music. It should be controversial.

